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Rationale 
We will begin the topic looking at a range of pictures of local features in Christchurch. Can they see 
anything they recognise? They will talk about their own home environments and use junk modelling to 
create their own house using a cardboard box and other junk modelling resources. Can they describe 
their own home to a friend? We will then travel on our class aeroplane to..... China which will be our 
focus for two weeks. Children will have their own passport which they will use throughout this topic as 
we travel from one country to the next. The children will learn about different languages and foods as 
well as similarities between cultures. The children will also travel to Australia and India and will learn 
about these countries through a range of activities including dance, food tasting, music, and even a 
virtual reality trip around China. This topic will support the development of communication around 
race, religion and culture and serve as a base to build children’s knowledge of these areas. We will 
focus on non-fiction texts during this topic.  

Hook 
Children to have their own passport as they travel 
to each country on a pretend aeroplane.  
  
Virtual reality trip around China (permitting Covid-
19 regulations) 
 
Indian and Chinese New Year Dancing 

Outcome 
Children can talk about their own families, 
communities and traditions and how they are 
similar and different to others.  
 
Australia Day- Digeridoo performance and large 
collaborative art with Abi, from Wave arts   

Characteristics of Effective Learning 
Active Learning 

• Keep on trying when things are difficult.  

• Participate in routines and begin to predict 
sequences because they know routines.  
 
 
 
 
 

Learning Value 
We would like children to 'work as a team’ like 
the frogs and create a sense of acceptance and 
community within the class. 
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Key Texts 

 
Living in China - 
Chloe Perkins 

 
 

 

A is for Australia 

- Frane Lessae 

 
Living in India - 
Chloe Perkins 

 
Non-fiction books 

including Atlas' and 
globes 

(Whole Class Read) 
 

That’s not my Bear 
(Usborne touchy feely 

book) 

 

Focus Subject–  
Understanding the World – 
People and Communities 
 
I will be learning to:  

• Discuss features of 
Christchurch and where I 
have been in my town. 

• Talk about similarities and 
differences between me and 
my friends to understand 
that everyone is unique. 

• Talk about similarities and 
differences between families, 
communities and traditions. 

• Try a range of different foods 
and say which I like and why 
comparing the similarities 
and differences between 
food found in England and 
other countries.  

• Ask questions about different 
countries.  

• Learn about historical 
features of each country 
looked at and the importance 
of these.  

• Use maps and globes to find 
different countries and 
features.  

Dancing noodles Science 
experiment  

• Children will observe closely 

Focus Subject – 
Communication, Language and 
Literacy 
 
I will be learning to:  

• Understand the importance 
of listening carefully during 
carpet times to learn new 
information.  

• Learn new vocabulary about 
our own and different 
countries.  

• Help contribute to a mind 
map about what we want to 
learn about different 
countries.  

• Ask questions in order to 
learn more about other 
peoples’ culture as well as 
our own.  

• Use non-fiction texts to learn 
about different countries and 
our own town.  
 

Focus Subject – 
Physical Development 
 
I will be learning to:  

• Watch and Learn some 
Indian dance moves. (Link 
to EAD) 

• Take part in country 
dancing – following a set of 
instructions to create a 
dance. 

• Begin to use their core 
muscles to achieve a good 
posture when sitting at a 
table or sitting on the floor.  

• Use pencils, paintbrushes, 
scissors and other tools to 
explore art skills form 
different countries.  

• Learn about Aboriginal art 
and have a go at learning 
some skills involved to 
make a piece of Aboriginal 
art. (Link to EAD) 

• During food tasting, use 
knifes, spoons and 
chopsticks to develop their 
small motor skills. 

• Begin to learn how to use  
use safely the large gym 
apparatus, including ropes, 
benches, climbing walls, 
high tables and balancing 
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and ask questions about 
what they can see happening 
as the noodles start dancing! 

beams. This will  
Jigsaw Piece 3: Dreams and 
Goals 

 

Application Area – PSED 

• I will express my feelings about all the things I learn about a different country.  

• I will express my feelings about the different foods I try and consider the feelings of others.  

• I will be listening to children and adults talk about their experiences and cultures. 

• I will learn how to put on a pair of gloves.  

• I will be learning to adjust my behaviour socially and emotionally to different scenarios including 
parent talks, table manners for food tasting and listening to my classmates. 

• I will be being brave and trying new foods and activities. 

• I will be sharing my ideas and experiences in a small group and possibly to the whole class. 

• JIGSAW - Piece 3 - Dreams and Goals  

Application Area –Expressive Arts and Design 

• I will be learning a new dance and improvising my own moves. 

• I will be listening to different types of music from around the world. 

• I will be role playing in the aeroplane and a café/take away/ restaurant 

• I will be creating art using a variety of techniques, utilising the skills I have previously learnt.  

• I will be learning about different artists and creating art in their style. 

 Visits/Visitors 

• Virtual reality visit to explore features of China. 

• Parents from EAL children come in to talk to us about other countries.  

• Indian dancing.  

Maths 
The first phase in the Spring scheme of learning is called ‘Alive in 5!’. This phase lasts for 3 weeks and 
will begin by developing children’s understanding of 0 where they will learn that the number name 
zero and the numeral 0 can be used to represent the idea that there is ‘nothing there’.  We will sing a 
range of number songs which count back to help to develop the understanding that 0 is one less than 
one. We will then move onto comparing numbers to 5 and learning about the composition of these 
numbers e.g. 5 can be composed of 2 and 3, 1 and 4 or 1 and 1 and 3. They will learn that numbers can 
be composed with more than 2 parts. Children will develop their problem solving and reasoning skills 
by solving lots of problems that have different possibilities. We shall also be looking at weight and 
capacity and using language to compare this.  
We will then move onto the next phase which is ‘Growing 6, 7, 8’. Within this block,  
children will continue to apply the counting principles when counting to 6, 7 and 8. They will represent 
6, 7, and 8 in different ways and will count out the required number of objects from a larger group. 
Arranging 6, 7 or 8 items into small groups will support the children to conceptually subitise and see 
how the numbers are made up of smaller numbers. E.g. I know it is 8 because I see double  4. We will 
encourage the children to order and compare their representations, noticing the one more/less 
patterns as they count on and back to 8. We will continue to combine 2 groups and learn how numbers 
can be partitioned in different ways. Snack maths will continue daily focusing on the number of the 
week and addition language, doubles and finally focusing on the composition of a number.  
 

 


