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NEWSLETTER 5  

           Monday 28th February 2022 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

As we start a new half term, I would firstly like to thank all of the children for 

their excellent attitude to learning. They continue to make all of the staff 

smile with their fantastic outlook on the world. We hope you enjoyed the 

time with your children over the half-term break. 

  

Curriculum Updates 

EYFS 

Last half term the children in Early Years explored the exciting theme of 'All 

Around the World'. We began by looking at local landmarks such as 

Christchurch Priory, the quay, the castle ruins and we even found our school on Google Earth! We 

then got our passports ready and flew to China where we learnt about The Great Wall of China, 

the Chinese New Year story and all about the giant panda. Did you know giant pandas have an 

extra 'thumb' which they use for holding bamboo and for climbing?  

 

Our adventure didn't stop there. We then got back on the aeroplane and 

flew to India. We looked at Indian clothing, festivals such as Diwali and 

animals that are native to India. The children came up with their own 

questions and lead their own investigation into leopards, Asian elephants 

and Bengal tigers. We found out so many different and interesting facts 

and displayed them on a class grid.  

 

We waved goodbye to India, got back on the aeroplane and flew to 

Australia! Out of the window we could see the shimmering blue water, the 

golden sandy beaches and the city in the distance. The children had 

great fun making Aboriginal art style masterpieces, as well as models of 

Sydney Opera House using paper plates. We ended our topic by celebrating Australia Day where 

Abi from Arts2Educate came in to lead magnificent art sessions with each class before we watched 

Mr Brown, a local musician, play the digeridoo!   

 

 

Keep your eyes peeled on Tapestry for lots of photos from our Australia Day learning. Our next topic 

will be 'Imagine'! 
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Year 1 

 

Last half term, Year 1 had a brilliant time 

learning about all sorts of amazing dinosaurs 

and fossils! We had an exciting Wow Day 

where we experienced a Dinosaur 360 Dome 

and saw how dinosaurs might have lived and 

how they may have become extinct. We also 

looked at and held real fossils, sketched some 

ammonites and learnt some dinosaur songs. 

We learnt about the life and work of famous 

local palaeontologist Mary Anning and about 

Lyme Regis. In English, we read several exciting 

dinosaur books and wrote our own dinosaur stories and letters to a 

dinosaur. We even had a visit from a dinosaur who messed up our classrooms! We also found a 

dinosaur egg which has since mysteriously disappeared... If you see any dinosaurs around, please 

let us know! 

 

 

 

 



Year 2 

Year 2 have learnt all about London. We started by recapping what we already 

knew about London from Year 1 and researching some of the famous landmarks 

in our capital city. In English, we wrote some amazing non-chronological reports 

and in Art we created some digital and pastel cityscapes. Then we travelled back 

in time with a fabulous drama day, where we were visited by Samuel Pepys! He 

told us all about the tragic events of the Great Fire of London in 1666. Through 

History, we learnt about what life was like in 17th Century London and discussed 

the changes that occurred to London and firefighting because of the fire. Finally, 

we wrote descriptive fire poems and collated them into class anthologies that are now displayed 

in the school library. 

 

 

Safeguarding 

If you have a concern about a child, particularly if you think s/he may be suffering or at risk of 

suffering harm, it is your responsibility to share the information promptly with a Designated 

Safeguarding Lead (DSL) who are Mr Baxter, the Headteacher, Mrs Simpson the Deputy 

Headteacher, Mrs Doreen Darch, the Assistant Headteacher or Mrs Goldsack, the Pastoral Support 

Worker. 

 

If you're concerned that a child or young person is at immediate risk of significant harm, and you 

believe it requires urgent action, call the Police on 999. 

 

The governors, myself and staff of Christchurch Infant School, through the implementation of the 

Child Protection Policy (held in the School Office), endeavour to ensure that all child protection 

issues, or where there are reasonable grounds to suspect an issue, will be dealt with appropriately 

including reporting to the duty social services officer, who will act on the concern. We are legally 

bound, in our duty of care, to make referrals. Do let us know, for any reason, if your child is upset or 

distressed when s/he comes to school.  

 

World Book Day Thursday 3rd March 2022   

 

On Thursday March 3rd, as part of our World Book Day celebrations, the children are invited to 

come into school dressed as their favourite book character. The children will have the opportunity 

to talk to their classmates about their character. They can also bring in 

a book from home featuring the character to share with their classmates.  



 

 

 

Mrs Cottrell, 

Reading Leader 

Garden Update 

We are very excited about our new look school garden which includes a storytelling area, 

vegetable planters, a ‘beach’, and even a sensory footpath. Over the next couple of months, we 

will be planting in some larger plants that give good shelter and privacy and some flowers. We will 

then be able to use it with groups of children where they will be able to plant seeds and watch 

them grow. As part of the ‘beach’ area we are looking for a lobster pot – if you have a contact of 

somebody at the quay who could help us, we would be very grateful to hear more! 

       

 

PTFA 

The first part of the year is always a bit quiet as we all settle back into the 

school routine. We did try out a new event with Doughies pizza and cookie 

making kits which seemed to go down well 🍕 🍪. It raised £151, so thank you 

for your orders! And thank you for your fabric recycling for the Bag2school 

collection. We’re planning another collection in May so if you’re having a 

spring clear out please keep us in mind for your clothes, soft toys, etc.  
 

We have some exciting plans coming up including the cinema event in May in collaboration with 

Christchurch Junior School and a jubilee themed mufti day! We’ll share more details nearer the 

time.  

 

We’ve enjoyed a visit from James Mayhew, the author, on Monday 28th February 

to celebrate World Book Day. We’ll also be hosting a virtual book fair on our 

Facebook page and Mary, our local Usborne Books seller, will be in school on Friday 

4th March with a book stall for all to browse and buy from. The more you buy, the 

more free books the school will get!  

 

In the meantime, if you’re shopping in Tesco, don’t forget to support our garden project with your 

token in the Community Grants vote!  

 

As always if you have any questions, ideas, or want to get involved with the PTFA and events, you 

can drop us an email to ptfa@christchurchinf.dorset.sch.uk or visit our Facebook 

page https://www.facebook.com/CISPTFA 

https://www.facebook.com/CISPTFA


  

 

Thank you for your support. 

 

The PTFA team  

 

PTFA dates to remember: 

28th February - 4th March - Virtual book fair on Facebook page  

4th March - Book fair in school with Usborne Books 

13th May - Cinema event  

27th May - Jubilee themed mufti day 

 

Bikes and Scooters 

Whilst we encourage children to cycle or scoot into school with their parents, please can all children 

walk with their bike or scooter once on the school site. Thank you. 

Staff News 

As an Attachment Lead in the South West, our Deputy Headteacher, Mrs 

Simpson advocates and works alongside children who have 

experienced significant relational traumas and losses in their lives to 

promote positivity, self-confidence and resilience, enabling them to make the 

most of their time in school.  I am very proud to announce that Mrs Simpson 

has recently completed a five-day Theraplay Level 1 and Group Therapy 

course, which, alongside  Dyadic Developmental Psychotherapy Level 

1, combines the approaches to develop attachment aware practice within the school 

community and this classes her as a Gold Trauma Informed Practitioner. 

https://traumainformededucation.org.uk/trauma-informed-education-practitioners/  

https://www.attachmentleadnetwork.net/region---south-west.php  

 

Netball Team 

We have our own staff netball team who train very hard and 

have performed very well in their local league. However, 

the team don’t have their own special kit and we are 

looking for a local business sponsor who can support the 

purchasing of much needed items. We would be able to 

add a company logo and give you some advertising! If you 

think your company could help fund the team, please do 

get in touch.  

Fundraiser 

Our very own Mrs Loftus-Boyd has been running during the month of January to complete a 

cumulative marathon in aid of Prostate Cancer UK.  The goal was to complete a marathon by the 

end of the month.  She reached a marathon by the middle of the month and is hoping to make it 

to two full marathons.  If you would like to support this fundraising event, please see the link for 

donations which is:  

https://traumainformededucation.org.uk/trauma-informed-education-practitioners/
https://www.attachmentleadnetwork.net/region---south-west.php


https://runthemonthme.prostatecanceruk.org/fundraising/run-a-marathon-in-january-2022 

Other News 

 

The International Team at Brockenhurst College are looking for host families to join their Homestay 

Programme. Do you have a spare room and can provide a warm, family environment for an 

international student? They are looking for long and short term host families within 30 minutes 

travelling time to the college. Competitive rates of pay. Please contact international@brock.ac.uk / 

01590 625325 for more information. 

  

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Term Dates 2021 - 2022 

Spring term 4 January 2022 to 8 April 2022 

Half term 21 February 2022 to 25 February 2022 

Easter holiday 11 April 2022 to 22 April 2022 

Summer term 25 April 2022 to 22 July 2022 

Half term 30 May 2022 to 3 June 2022 

Summer holiday From 25 July 2022 

(last day of summer term is Thursday 21st July) 

 

Jubilee Day Tuesday 3rd May (school closed) 

 

INSET Dates for 2021 – 2022 

 

Monday 6th June 2022, Friday 22nd July 2022 

 

Finally, thank you for your support. 

 

Kindest regards,  

 

Mr D Baxter  

Headteacher 
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