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Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

We are very excitied about reading at our school! As you are aware we 

teach reading using a systematic phonics programme called Read Write Inc. 

This is a lively and fun synthetic phonics programme that develops basic 

phonics skills and teaches children to read fluently. It is designed to have a 

very positive impact on children's phonics and spelling skills. 

 

The Department of Education published a new reading framework in January 2022. In this 

document it explains that ‘schools should invest in decodable books that have been carefully 

structured in cumulative steps for children learning to read, so that they can decode every word 

as their knowledge of the alphabetic code increases.’  

 

‘Decodable’ books and other texts make children feel successful from the very 

beginning and are more likely to develop a positive attitude to reading. This means that they 

do not encounter words that include phonic sounds that they cannot decode. If an adult is not 

present, they are not forced to guess from pictures, the context, the first letters of a word or its 

shape. It is important that children practise their reading with ‘decodable’ books or texts, as this 

will allow them to gradually become more fluent and gain sufficient accuracy to read a wide 

range of children’s literature.  

 

We have gradually been building up our collection of decodable Read Write 

Inc Book Bag Books, and replacing our previous book banded book colours 

that you may be familiar with. The previously used book banded colours are 

still listed on the reverse of the children’s current home/school reading 

records. This will be upated for September. 

 

When you child’s teacher next reads with your child individually, it is likely that 

you will find they are bringing home one of our new decodable Read Write Inc, Book Bag Books 

to read at home. This will be the appropariate colour level for your child’s ability. Teachers assess 

children’s phonics ability regularly and their Read Write Inc phonics group and Book Bag Books 

colour will be changed according to these assessments. 

 

When a child has been assessed as completing the Read Write Inc phonic programme, they 

will then be given a more complex book, not from the Read Write Inc scheme. When reading 

these books, they will need to apply all of their phonics knowledge to read words fluently and 

automatically. Please encourage your child to take care with the books they bring home and 

continue to support them with their reading.   

 

 

Thank you for your support, 

Mrs Cottrell, Reading Leader 
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