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Blue Planet... 
 (6 weeks) Summer 2 

 

Rationale 
Following a virtual reality (VR) experience where the children travel and explore the depths and 
wonders of under the sea, the children are inspired to find out more about the different animals 
that live underwater. The children return to the classroom where they are introduced to the first 
book, Commotion in the Ocean, to learn the names and characteristics of the animals. After this, 
the class will read Billy’s Bucket building on their imagination from the VR experience and first 
book. They will discuss what they have imagined to be in their bucket, describing the physical 
appearance, size and similarities and differences. From this knowledge of animals living under the 
sea, the children will be exposed to a range of books where they will explore the concepts of water 
safety and plastic pollution to further their understanding of the world and environment around 
them. The topic will end with an exciting visit to Bournemouth Oceanarium where the children will 
have first hand experience of seeing some sea creatures in their habitats and have the opportunity 
to ask and answer any questions they have about the creatures.  

Hook 
Arts Week  
Virtual Reality experience of under the sea to 
fully immerse children into the topic.   
 

Outcome 
Class visit to Bournemouth Oceanarium.   

Characteristics of Effective Learning 
Creating and Thinking Critically 

• Review their progress as they try to 
achieve a goal.  

• Solve real life problems.  

• Know more so feel confident coming 
up with their own ideas.  

• Make more links between those 
ideas.  

• Concentrate on achieving something 
that’s important to them.  

• They are increasingly able to control 
their attention.  

• Sort materials 

• Take part in simple pretend play 
thinking beyond the ‘here and now’ 
and to understand another 

Learning Value 
Our focus value for this topic is that 'We work as a 
team'. Children will work together to create 
collaborative artwork for Arts Week/class display 
linking to recycled art.  
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perspective.  

Key Texts 

Billy’s Bucket  
- Kes Gray and 
Garry Parsons 

 
Commotion in 

the Ocean  
- Giles Andreas 

 
Somebody 

Swallowed Stanley -
Sarah Roberts 

 
 Sharing a Shell -
Julia Donaldson 

 

Whole Class Read 
Who Sank the Boat? 

-Pamela Allen 
 

Focus Subject–  
Understanding the World   
 
I will be learning to: 

• Investigate and discuss 
how to melt ice and free 
the frozen animals.  

• Use the internet to 
research and find out more 
about sea creatures, 
identifying their unique 
characteristics.  

• Discuss plastic pollution 
and what we can do to 
help the world/sea 
creatures.  

• Discuss water wastage and 
what we can do to reduce 
this.  

• Understand the dangers of 
water and how we can be 
safe. RNLI safety talk to 
enhance this.  

• Whole school Science Day. 

• Floating and Sinking 
exploration – Making a 
boat out of suitable 
materials.  

 

Focus Subject – Literacy  
 
I will be learning to: 

• Listen to different stories 
about under the sea and 
respond to questions 
showing my 
understanding.  

• Use the story of 'Billy's 
Bucket' to draw what I can 
see in my own bucket and 
write simple sentences 
about what it is.   

• Create a set of rules on 
how to keep safe in the 
water, listening to each 
other’s ideas.    

• Find out about different 
sea creatures, writing facts 
and giving clues for others  
to guess.  

• Write a recount of what I 
saw at the Ocenarium 
using simple sentences. 

Focus Subject –  
Personal, Social, Emotional 
Development 
 
I will be learning to: 

• Talk about any worries about 
moving into Year One.  

• Share my thoughts and opinions 
through a range of circle time 
activities.  

• Think about the perspective of 
others and show care and 
support for my friends who are 
nervous about Year 1.  

• Moderate their feelings during 
transition day knowing how 
important it is to talk about and 
express how they feel with their 
peers or teachers.  

 
Jigsaw Puzzle Piece 6 – Changing 
Me 

Application Area –  Physical Development 
• I will be responding to different types of under the sea music in original ways. (Link to EAD) 

• I will be playing parachute games to re-create waves.  

• I will be sewing my own under the sea creature using felt.  
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• I will be using stencils to create my own under the sea pictures.  

• I will be practising my pencil control by doing step by step drawings of sea creatures 

• I will be using all the tools and skills I have learnt this year to make my own creations.  

Application Area – Expressive Arts and Design  

• I will be learning to explore bubble painting.  

• I will be using a range of media and materials in unique and original ways to create under 
the sea creatures. 

• I will be participating in collaborative art during arts week.  
 

White Rose Maths  

• I will be making numbers up to 20 using concrete, abstract and pictorial representations.  

• I will be making more complicated patterns, including numerical patterns up to 10.  

• I will be counting and recognising numbers up to 20 

• I will describe where shapes are in relation to one another.  

• I will continue to rotate and manipulate shapes for a particular purpose.  

• I will verbally count beyond 20, continuing to recognise the pattern of the counting system.  

• I will learn what a multiple of 10 is by pausing when I count to acknowledge the multiple of 
10.  

• I will recall basic double facts.  

• I will automatically recall the number bonds up to 5, including subtraction facts. (Some up 
to 10) 

• During snack maths I will be asked to find odd and even numbers and make doubles. 
 

Trips and Visitors –  

• Virtual reality experience   

• Class visit to Bournemouth Oceanarium  

• RNLI Safety Talk/Visit 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


