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Rationale 
Following a visit from a local farm, the children will be inspired to find out more about animals. 
The children will learn to name a variety of animals and their young, developing an 
understanding of how to look after and care for them. This will allow them the opportunity to 
consolidate their prior knowledge about their own families in the previous topic of ‘All About Me’. 
The children will begin by sharing their own prior knowledge about farm animals, gaining 
confidence in their early speaking and listening skills. The role-play area will become a farm 
shop where the children can not only develop their social skills but also their mathematical 
knowledge by paying for items in the shop. The children will learn to re-tell the story of 'The Little 
Red Hen' and practise singing a range of farm songs ready to perform to parents at the end of 
the topic. 
 

Hook 
Children are visited by a local farm and 
introduced to a range of different farm animals 
and learn new facts about farm animals. They 
are offered the chance to touch, hold and ask 
questions about these animals. 

Outcome 
The children will come to school dressed as 
their favourite farm animal. They will 
perform the story of 'The Little Red Hen' and 
sing a variety of farm songs, to share their 
learning, with members of their family.  

Characteristics of Effective Learning 
Playing and Exploring  

• Realise that their actions have an 
effect on the world. (Kindness) 

• Plan and think ahead about how they 
will play with objects.  

• Respond to new experiences that we 
bring to their attention.  

• Do things independently that they have 
previously been taught.  

Learning Value 
We would like children to 'believe in 
themselves' like the tortoise. They will need to 
be brave and believe they can try all the new 
activities on offer to them, such as stroking 
animals they have not stroked before.  
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Key Texts 
       

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Farmer Duck 
- Martin Waddell 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Traditional Tale 
(Whole Class Read) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rosie's Walk 
-Pat Hutchins  

 
 

Focus Subject– Literacy/CL  
 
I will be learning to:  

• Match farm animal pictures 
to the initial sounds. 

• Label the features of farm 
animals. 

• Segment and blend the 
sounds in simple CVC 
words such as p-i-g, h-e-n. 

• Retell a simplified story of 
'The Little Red Hen' using 
Talk for Writing actions and 
story language.  

• Innovate the story of 'The 
Little Red Hen' with my own 
chosen characters and 
create my own story map. 

• Use the new vocabulary I 
have learnt in our new farm 
role play area and during 
the farm visit.    

• Learn new songs and 
rhymes about farm animals.  

Focus Subject – 
Understanding the World 
 
I will be learning to:  

• Explore, learn and talk 
about the animals I have 
met and think/discuss how 
they feel, sound and look. 
Compare similarities and 
differences between the 
animals.   

• Show care and concern for 
living things during the farm 
visit. 

• Match mother and their 
young looking closely at the 
similarities and differences. 

• Recognise how a farm is a 
different type of 
environment to their own 
town environment, 
(Christchurch.) 

• Make my own bread rolls 
just like the Little Red Hen 
and then taste them! 
Discuss how they look, feel 
and taste and how and 
where the natural 
ingredients come from.  

• Taste a variety of different 
types of bread.  

• Talk about the changes in 
the outdoors such as leaves 
changing colour and the 
weather during Autumn.  

• Go on an Autumn Walk 
around the school.  

Focus Subject – Physical  
Development 
 
I will be learning to:  

• Move in ways like 
animals travel. Including 
rolling, crawling, 
walking, jumping, 
running, hopping, 
skipping and climbing.  

• Begin to develop their 
coordination, balance 
and agility, following our 
fundamentals PE 
scheme of work.  

• Run skilfully, negotiating 
space successfully, 
adjusting my speed and 
direction to avoid 
obstacles as we play 
simple games. 

• Use scissors with 
greater control by 
creating a farm mask, 
tractor picture and 
puzzles. 

• Use playdough tools, 
including blunt knifes, 
spoons etc. to 
manipulate the bread 
playdough.  
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Science Investigation 

• We shall compare what 
happens to slices of bread 
over time. One slice being 
our 'control' slice, kept in a 
plastic, sealed bag and the 
other being touched by the 
class beforehand. Children 
will develop their 
observational skills and 
question what is happening 
on our investigation station. 

Application Area – Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

• I will continue to build respective relationships using our social phrases.  

• I will take turns and share continuing to work on expressing my feelings appropriately whilst 
considering the feelings of others.  

• I will negotiate and solve problems without aggression.  

• I will maintain attention, concentrate and sit quietly during an activity.  
 

• Jigsaw Piece 1: Being Me in My World 

• This is where the children cover a wide range of topics, including a sense of belonging, 
welcoming others and being part of a school community, a wider community, and a global 
community; it also looks at children’s rights and responsibilities, working and socialising with 
others, and pupil voice. 
 

Application Area –Expressive Arts and Design 

• I will create my own hand print hen by mixing colours to make brown- revisiting using 
paintbrushes and colour mixing.  

• I will print using a variety of vegetables to create a pattern/painting. 

• I will practise a range of farm based songs ready for our final performance.  

• I will develop new storylines in my new ‘Farm Shop’ role play.  

Maths -  Following the White Rose Maths scheme, children will be exploring the second block 
which is called 'Just Like Me'. Within the block, children will learn the concepts of 'Matching' and 
'Sorting'. Once they can confidently sort objects into sets, we move onto comparing and ordering 
these sets. Children will understand that when making comparisons, a set can have more items, 
fewer items or the same amount as another set. They will also learn that objects can be compared 
according to their size and we focus on mathematical language such as large/small, big/little, 
short/tall, tallest/shortest etc.  

 

Home Learning –  

• To practise singing their farm animal songs.  

• To re-tell the story of 'The Little Red Hen' once learnt in school. 

• To share their new library book at home.  

• To re-tell the ‘Taking Ted Home’ story, when it is my turn to have our class teddy at 
home.  

 

 


