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Rationale 

December is a special time of the year for children who enjoy the magic of Christmas and we 
will begin the topic with a visit to Christchurch Baptist Church where we will watch a special 
Christmas performance. This will encourage the children to develop and implement their own 
ideas into our very own Class Nativity. During this topic, the children will also be writing their 
very own Christmas letter to Santa which will include a small list of things that they would like 
to receive for Christmas. The children will then have the opportunity to walk to a local post-
box to post their letter. As a follow up, we will then create our own maps showing the route 
followed to the postbox and noticing some key features along the route. The children will be 
creating Christmas cards and calendars to emphasise that Christmas is about the joy of 
giving as well as receiving gifts. Finally, to end the topic the children will be building on their 
self-confidence and belief to learn their lines, sing songs and perform their very own Class 
Nativity to their family members. 
Hook 

We will be visiting the post box to post our 
letters and then visiting Christchurch Baptist 
Church to watch an exciting nativity 
performance. 

Outcome 

We will be performing our very own 
Christmas Nativity to our grown-ups and we 
will celebrate by having a special party day 
on the last day of term.   

Characteristics of Effective Learning 

Playing and Exploring  

• Bring their own interests and 
fascinations into the Early Years setting.  

• Make independent choices.  

• Do things independently that they have 
been previously taught.  

Learning Value 

Children will learn like the frogs as they 'work 
as a team' to practise and perform their very 
own Nativity show.  

Key Texts 

 
Dear Santa 

-Rob Campbell 
(Whole Class Read)   

 

 
The Jolly Christmas 

Postman  
-Janet & Allan Ahlberg 

We’re going on a elf 
chase 

- Laura Hughes  
The First Christmas  

-Rod Campbell   
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Focus Subject–Expressive Arts 
and Design  
 

I will be learning to:  

• Sing new songs for the 
class nativity. 

• Learn my lines for the 
class nativity.  

• Explore and engage in 
music making and dance 
for the Christmas Nativity, 
performing in a group.  

• Create my own Christmas 
tree collage using a 
variety of different 
resources and artistic 
techniques.  

• Create my own paper 
chains using tools and 
techniques to assemble 
and join the materials that 
we are using. 
 

Focus Subject – Literacy 
(Reading and Writing)  
 

I will be learning to:  

• Use talk for writing to 
retell the nativity story 
using story actions and 
language. 

• Use ‘Fred Talk’ to write 
our very own letter to 
Father Christmas which 
we will be posting in the 
local post-box. 

• Use our knowledge of our 
sounds and our ‘Fred 
Talk’ to label a nativity 
scene.  

• Write the tricky word ‘to’ 
in order to write my 
Christmas cards and 
labels.  

• Write my very own 
Christmas list.  

 

Focus Subject – Understanding 
the World –  

 
I will be learning to: 

• Understand how people 
of different nationalities 
celebrate Christmas. 

• Compare the similarities 
and differences between 
how me and my friends 
celebrate Christmas. 

• Understand that some 
places are special to 
members of their 
community, such as 
churches. 

• Recognise that people 
have different beliefs and 
celebrate special times in 
different ways.  

• Learn about how different 
countries celebrate 
Christmas.  

• Learn about the season 
of Winter.  

• Creating a map for a 
route travelled. 

Application Area – Maths 

• I will be counting down the days to Christmas, looking at the composition of number,  

• I will create my own calendar and learn about the months of the year using the 
language, first, next and then.  

• I will count presents and cards.  
Application Area – Communication and Language  

• I will listen carefully at the Christmas Show at the Baptist church. 

• I will describe past Christmas’ in detail.  

• I will talk about my Christmas list with my friend.  

• I will continue to engage in Christmas stories, listening carefully and understanding 
why listening is important.  

• I will listen and learn about how Christmas is celebrated in different countries.  

• Jigsaw Piece 2: Celebrating Differences 
Trips and Visitors:  

Christchurch Baptist Church  
Trip to post my Christmas letter to Father Christmas.  
Maths  

We will continue with the block of ‘Light and Dark’ where children will learn to recognise the 
number 5, counting out 5 objects from a larger group and subitising to 5. They will count 
forwards and backwards and will sequence numbers to 5 also identifying missing numbers in 
a sequence. They will compare groups saying if they are equal to five/more than five or fewer 
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than five. They will also be introduced to a pentagon as it has 5 sides. The focus will then be 
on introducing the concept of 1 more and 1 less. Children will be introduced to the subtraction 
symbol and this will be linked to number songs such as 5 little ducks and 5 currant buns. We 
will play games such as musical chairs to develop the understanding of taking 1 away at the 
Christmas party.  
We will also continue snack maths with a focus on adding two numbers to equal the number 
of the week, identifying any doubles or known number facts.  

 


