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Light and Dark 
(1 week) Autumn 2 

 

 

Rationale 

It is the week of Bonfire Night and the children may be excited about the upcoming events 
taking place! The class will receive a letter inviting them to our own indoor firework party and 
throughout the week, will create a range of artwork involving chalks, glitter and paints. 
Children will be able to be imaginative as the role-play area becomes a dark den perfect for 
making shadows using torches. They will take part in a super science investigation where 
they can create their own set of fireworks in a jar. Children will be in awe when they see the 
colours dancing in the jar and discuss what they think is happening and why. They will use 
technology to create their own firework scene using an Ipad, carefully thinking about the 
colours chosen. The week will finish with an indoor fireworks party where the children will get 
to watch a range of firework videos in the dark and eat their very own hot dog.  
Hook 

The children receive an invitation to our own 
class indoor fireworks party which leads into 
the learning for the week with a focus on Art 
and UTW.  

Outcome 
Each class will have their own indoor fireworks 
party with the lights off, watching firework 
videos and eating their very own hot dog.  

Characteristics of Effective Learning 
Playing and Exploring  

• Realise that their actions have an 
effect on the world. (Safety) 

• Plan and think ahead about how they 
will play with objects.  

• Respond to new experiences that we 
bring to their attention.  

• Do things independently that they 
have previously been taught. 

Learning Value 

We would like children to 'do their best', 
beginning to work hard and concentrate like 
the ants. 
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Key Texts 

 
Can't you sleep little 

bear?  
-Martin Waddell 

 
Whatever Next! 

-Jill Murphy 

 
Funnybones 

-Janet and Allan Ahlberg 

 

 

Sparks in the Sky  
-Twinkl story 

 

Focus Subject– Literacy 
(Reading and Writing) 
 
I will be learning to:  

• Create my 'name rocket' 
focussing on letter 
formation to spell my 
name correctly.  

• Form letters correctly 
using the correct 
formation.   

• Write and understand a 
shared list on how to keep 
safe on Bonfire night. 

• Use talk for writing to 
create a story map and 
retell a shortened version 
of 'Whatever Next!'.  

• Use the story of 'Whatever 
Next' to write speech 
bubbles for the bear.  

• Use story props to help re-
tell the story of 'Whatever 
Next'.  

• Use 'Fred-talk' to segment 
and blend sounds to read 
simple words linked to the 
fireworks, such as b-a-ng 
and p-o-p. 

• Continue to learn the 
range of Read, Write, Inc 
sounds, including CVC 
blending skills.  
 

Focus Subject – 
Understanding the World 
 
I will be learning to:  

• Understand the simplified 
story behind Bonfire night 
involving Guy Fawkes.  

• Use technology such as 
computers and Ipads 
correctly. 

• Understand the rules 
linked to firework safety. 

• Investigate shadows and 
how they change 
throughout the day.  

• Recognise that some 
people celebrate Bonfire 
night and some people 
don’t.  

• Describe their experiences 
from fireworks night and 
our own class indoor 
firework show. Thinking 
about what they hear, see 
and feel.  
 
Science experiment 

• Fireworks in a jar! Children 
will make predictions as to 
what they think will 
happen. 

• Observe and describe 
what they see happening.  

• Ask and answer 

Focus Subject – 
Expressive Arts and 
Design 
 
I will be learning to:  

• Create our own group 
transient art by using 
a range of natural and 
man-made objects to 
make a firework 
scene.  

• Paint splattering with 
neon colours to make 
firework art. 

• Role-play in our dark 
den with lots of 
sensory opportunities 
including torches and 
glow sticks. 

• Name and mix 
colours during 
painting activities, 
choosing particular 
colours for a purpose. 

• Play a variety of 
instruments to move 
to a range of music 
and explore sounds 
for crash, bang, pop 
and whizz etc.   

• Listen and move to 
music, expressing 
their feelings in 
response to an 



Christchurch Infant School – Early Years 
Project Overview 

 
 

questions. 
 

eclectic range of 
firework music. 

• Discuss how the 
varied firework music 
makes them feel and 
want to move.   
 

Application Area – Physical Development 

• I will use a range of tools safely to create own rocket picture, developing cutting skills and 
scissor control  

• I will be able to use small and large apparatus/equipment safely on the big playground. 

• I will be able to use technology such as an Ipad to create my own firework picture.  
  

Application Area – Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

• I will continue to follow the class rules, showing respect for my new friends by looking after 
things, being kind, saying please and thank you and taking turns during my play.  

• I will continue to manage my own needs such as, doing up own coat/zip and remembering 
my own belongings at the end of the day. 

• I will express my own feelings about fireworks and consider the feelings of others who are 
scared of fireworks and loud sounds.  

• Jigsaw Piece 2: Celebrating Differences 
Trips and Visitors: None 

Maths  

The next block on the White Rose scheme is called 'It's Me 1,2,3!' and this is where we will 
introduce the numbers 0, 1, 2 and 3. As we learn about each number, children will be able to 
identify the quantity (the oneness of 1) and be able to subitise (hold up the correct number of 
fingers without counting). We will introduce the 1p and 2p coins and introduce the addition 
and equals symbols. The children will be introduced to a circle and a triangle as they learn 
about the numbers 1 and 3. They will look at different representations of each number (as a 
tally, on fingers and on a tens frame etc.) and understand repeating patterns including 2 and 3 
step patterns. We will begin snack maths each day focusing on the number of the week and 
reinforcing subitising and addition language.  
 

 


