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Mad about Minibeasts 
 (6  weeks) Summer 1 

Rationale 

Summer has begun and the minibeasts are out! Children will explore our school 
Science garden using a checklist to find a range of minibeasts and discuss what an 
ideal habitat for a minibeast is. The topic will begin by introducing our class caterpillars 
that we will look after throughout the coming weeks and observe as they transform into 
butterflies. This will also give children the opportunity to identify and explain change 
within the life cycle of a butterfly. Later on within the topic the children will also have a 
wormery in the classroom to explore how a worm lives.  The children will use all their 
previously learnt skills of identifying similarities and differences to explain what is 
occurring. To embed the use of tools and equipment the children will design and create 
their own bug ball outfit to wear to the Bug Ball as a celebration of the topic. They will 
need to choose their own resources, identify when they need help and think about the 
use and purpose of media and materials for their design.   
 
Hook 
Introducing the class caterpillars that will 
transform into butterflies over the course of the 
topic. 
 

Outcome 
Holding their own ‘brilliant bug ball’- where 
children can wear outfits they have designed 
and made over the topic.   

Characteristics of Effective Learning 
Creating and Thinking Critically 

• Review their progress as they try to 
achieve a goal.  

• Solve real life problems.  

• Know more so feel confident coming up 
with their own ideas.  

• Make more links between those ideas.  

• Concentrate on achieving something 
that’s important to them.  

• They are increasingly able to control 
their attention.  

Learning Value 
‘We believe in ourselves.’ The children will 
use old skills and new skills learnt to make 
their own bug ball outfit. They need to believe 
in themselves to manipulate materials to meet 
their planned effect.  

Key Texts 
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Superworm 

-Julia Donaldson 
 

 

 
The Very Hungry 

Caterpillar 
-Eric Carle  

 

 
Mad About Minibeasts! 

Giles Andreae 

 

 
(Whole Class Read)  

Arrgghh! Spider!  
-Lydia Monks   

Focus Subject– 
Personal, Social and 
Emotional 
Development.  
 
I will be learning to:  

• Show 
resilience and 
perseverance 
when making 
my bug ball 
outfit.  

• I will identify 
when I find 
things 
challenging 
and moderate 
my own 
feelings 
emotionally. 

• I will set out a 
goal for my 
bug ball outfit 
and work 
towards this 
simple goal.  
 

JIGSAW - Piece 5 - 
Relationships 

 
  

Focus Subject – 
Understanding of the 
World 
 
I will be learning to:  

• Compare the features 
of minibeasts and find 
ways to group them.  

• Find out about life 
cycles and habitats 
through first hand 
observations and 
books/videos.  

• Explore the Science 
Garden, what can I 
see, feel and hear?  

• Closely observe 
minibeasts in their 
natural environment 
and in our small world 
area. 

• Use magnifying 
glasses to notice main 
features of minibeasts 
and plants. 

• Do an observational 
drawing of a plant. 

• Use Ipads to take 
photos of minibeasts 
found on our walk.  

• Learn about the 
season of Summer 
and what happens to 
the environment in the 
Summer months.  

Focus Subject – Communication 
Language and Literacy  
 
I will be learning to:  

• Explore our 'Minibeast World', describing 
what I see and connecting ideas.   

• I will ask and answer questions about 
my ‘bug ball’ outfit, listening to others 
appropriately.   

• Use new vocabulary learn about 
minibeasts in different contexts.  

• I will learn new rhymes songs and 
poems about minibeasts.  

• Connect one idea with another. 

• Use talk to help work out problems, 
making my bug ball outfit and organise 
my thinking.  

• Explain how things work and why things 
might happen when looking at the 
minibeasts, using my knowledge gained 
from non- fiction books.  

• Articulate my ideas and thoughts about 
my bug ball outfit, using well-formed 
sentences.  

• Innovate the caterpillar story, changing 
the character and the foods they eat.  

• Using talk for writing story actions and 
language to re-tell the stories of ‘The 
Hungry Caterpillar’ and ‘Superworm’. 

• Developing my knowledge of the story 
‘Arrghh Spider!’ in our whole class 
guided read sessions.  

https://www.whsmith.co.uk/search?q=Giles%20Andreae
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Application Area – Expressive Arts and Design.  

• I will be learning to make clay models of minibeasts to then paint and decorate in original 
ways. 

• I will choose my own resources, tools and techniques to design and make my own bug ball 
outfit.   

• I will use a range of recycled resources to make junk models of minibeasts using my own 
ideas and preciously learnt skills. 

• I will be moving appropriately to music in original ways, creating a minibeast dance.  

• I will design my own symmetrical butterflies using chosen colours and pattern.  

• I will share my bug ball creation, explaining the process I have used.  

Application Area –Maths   

• I will be learning to sort and group a collection of minibeasts based on their features e.g. 
wings/no wings.  

• I will be recording findings from our minibeast hunt using a tally and on a pictogram and 
discuss the results. 

• Use of positional language when finding the minibeasts e.g. the bug is under the log.  

• I will use my knowledge of measuring to help design and make my bug ball outfit.  

 White Rose Maths 

• I will learn about odd and even numbers, thinking about their number pattern. 

• I will begin to develop a sense of the number system by verbally counting forward to and 
beyond 20.  

• I will be doubling, sharing and grouping odd and even numbers.   

• I will be learning how to take away and add more and making up number stories using 
the language of first, then, now.  

• I will learn what a multiple of 10 is by pausing when I count to acknowledge the multiple 
of 10.  

• I will recall basic double facts.  

• I will automatically recall the number bonds up to 5, including subtraction facts.  

• I will watch, rotate and manipulate objects, developing my spatial awareness.  

• I will construct simple shape arrangements thinking about their placement.  

• I will continue with snack maths – focusing on the shop keeping adjusting his prices. For 
example, today the shop keeper has doubled his price or halved his price. ~I will have 
the opportunity to make the amounts by counting in 1’s, 2’s and 5p’s or using numicon.  
 

 


